BECOME A SKILLED
STEWARD OF THE LAND.
Learn to transform degraded landscapes into
healthy, biodiverse, productive habitats
through ecological learning and hands-on land
stewardship practices.

THE LAND STEWARD TRAINING
PROGRAM
at the Horn Farm Center is designed to train the next
generation of land stewards, equipping students with skills
that the world needs to restore broken ecosystems, rebuild
lost habitat, mitigate climate change, and reconnect with our
sense of place in nature.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Land Steward Training Program is geared towards aspiring & established gardeners,
farmers, landowners, activists, naturalists, and outdoor enthusiasts. Whether you're
pursuing a career in land stewardship or simply exploring land-based knowledge and
crafts, this program encompasses deep environmental learning and hands-on
regenerative practice: offering lessons in ecology, habitat restoration, and living in union
with the land and each other.
This program entails 16 weeks of intensive training, beginning with a four-week
Ecological Core Curriculum and proceeding through 12 weeks of hands-on application
in a variety of natural spaces at and beyond the Horn Farm Center.
For 2023, participants will choose a learning path based on personal goals and
outcomes.

Learning Pathways:
Explorers
For broad inquirers, searchers, and the eco-curious.
Focused on deep ecological literacy, reconnection with the
land, emergent discovery, and foundational earth-based skills.

Deep-Divers
For enthusiasts, advancers, and aspiring land stewards.
An extension of the "Explorer" track incorporating
professionally-geared training and added technical rigor.

PROGRAM COVERAGE
FIRST FOUR WEEKS:
Ecological Core Classroom Curriculum
Mondays, 2/13-3/6, 8am-4pm
Held in conjunction with the Ecological Gardener Training Program,
this blended curriculum covers essential ecological foundations for
restorative earthwork. Students are given the opportunity to explore new
lenses for seeing and interacting with natural systems.

Topics:
Basic ecology and natural cycles.
Historical land uses and misuses.
Considerations for regenerative land design.
Disturbance-based land management.
Field and forest movement ergonomics.

TWELVE WEEKS:
Hands-On Training
Mondays, 3/13-5/29, 8am-12pm OR 8am-4pm (depending on path)
Training sessions at the Horn Farm covering topics in disturbancebased forest management and agroforestry.

Example Topics:
Using and maintaining
handtools
Woodland ecology
Hydrological cycles

Soil health
Cultivation
Biomimicry

Plant identification
Natural movement

ENGAGEMENT AND OUTCOMES
EXPLORERS
96 total hours

DEEP-DIVERS
128 hours

(Re)kindle a sense of wonder and a
meaningful, action-based connection
with the natural world.
Gain knowledge in ecological systems
and hone plant identification skills.
Experience rebuilding biodiversity and
ecosystem services in a wide range of
natural spaces.
Engage in rigorous, strenuous outdoor
work essential for restoring habitat and
woodland health.
Build confidence in making ecological
management decisions at home and in
the community.
Undergo professional naturalist training
through lessons in biomimicry,
ecological design, and other areas.
Complete an independently-driven, outof-class research project with
culminating paper or presentation.
Take home a tool kit outfitted with a
multitool, plant ID magnifying lens, and
journal.

Receive *Land Stewardship
Training Certificate
*Certifies in-depth learning and holds credibility
when applying for local restoration positions.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
Mondays, February 13th to May 29th, 2023
*Note that hour commitments are dependent on the path you choose.

WEEKS 1-4

Ecological Core Curriculum

2/13, 2/20
2/27, 3/6

*All classes held at Hellam Township Municipal Building

WEEKS 5-16

8 hours each class (8am-4pm)

Hands-On Training
*With the exception of at least two class field trips, classes will be held
at the Horn Farm Center.

EXPLORERS
3/13

8 hours (8am-4pm)

3/20

4 hours (8am-12pm)

3/27

4 hours (8am-12pm)

4/3

8 hours (8am-4pm)

4/10

4 hours (8am-12pm)

4/17

4 hours (8am-12pm)

4/24

8 hours (8am-4pm)

5/1

4 hours (8am-12pm)

5/8

4 hours (8am-12pm)

5/15

8 hours (8am-4pm)

5/22

4 hours (8am-12pm)

5/29

4 hours (8am-12pm)

DEEP-DIVERS

8 hours
each week
(8am-4pm)

*Not including additional
out-of-class hours to
complete culminating
project, which will be
presented on 5/22.

APPLICATION AND FEES
Before applying
Please note that this program is physically demanding and will primarily take place
outdoors in a variety of weather conditions. Participants should be able to:
Walk on uneven and/or sloping terrain for long durations.
Independently lift up to 50lbs.
Perform standard natural movements (kneeling, pushing, pulling, carrying, etc.)

To Apply:
Head to https://hornfarmcenter.org/land-steward-training/ and submit an application.
After applying, you will schedule an interview with the instructors to discuss interests,
goals, and selected pathway(s).

Program Costs:
After the interview, you will receive a registration link for a non-refundable $100 deposit.
LSTP Explorer
Path (96 hours):

$860
LSTP Deep-Diver
Path (128 hours):

$1,150

LSTP Explorer
Path
+
EGTP Explorer
Path

LSTP DeepDiver Path
+
EGTP Explorer
Path

LSTP Explorer
Path
+
EGTP DeepDiver Path

$1450

$1890

$1620

(132 hours)

(164 hours)

(144 hours)

Combining Programs
EGTP refers to the Ecological
Gardener Training Program,
which runs on Tuesdays following
the four-week Core Curriculum.
More info at:
https://hornfarmcenter.org/ecologicalgardening-training/

The 2022 LSTP cohort
at the Horn Farm

A Note on our Sponsors:
This project was financed in part by a grant from the Community Conservation Partnerships Program,
Environmental Stewardship Fund, under the administration of the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation. This grant was awarded through the
Susquehanna Riverlands Partnership, with management oversight provided by the Lancaster
Conservancy.
We are a partner of the Susquehanna Riverlands, a partnership of organizations working to protect,
preserve, and steward the natural lands along the Lower Susquehanna River, emphasizing connectivity,
eco-system health, and sustainable public access. To learn more, please visit
www.SusquehannaRiverlands.com.

